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Video: “What Will You Say?” 

 

Mother’s Day brings up all sorts of emotions, doesn’t it?  Over one hundred years 

ago, by an act of Congress, President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed the second 

Sunday in May as Mother’s Day.  He established it as a time for “public 

expression of our love and reverence for the mothers of our country.”   

 

I recognize some of you aren’t looking forward to a syrupy Mother’s Day sermon 

because your mother is no longer here.  Or maybe you have a rough relationship 

with your mom, and you struggle with all the saccharine sentiments in Hallmark 

cards.  Some of you may have a mother who is very sick, and you wonder how 

much longer she’s going to be with you.  Maybe you’re a single dad and you hurt 

for your kids as you watch them struggle.   

 

This week I read a helpful article called, “Don’t Make Moms Stand in Church This 

Sunday.”  Don’t worry we won’t do that because there are… 

 

• Women who struggle with infertility. 

• Singles who desire to be married and have children. 

• Parents who’ve experienced miscarriage, stillbirth, or the death of a child. 

• Stepmoms helping to raise children who don’t value them. 

• Couples facing hurdles in the process of adoption. 

• Foster parents who’ve chosen to refrain from being called “mom” and “dad” 

for the emotional health of a child in their care. 

• Parents who’ve placed a child for adoption, or are waiting for an adoption to 

go through. 

• Mothers who’ve had an abortion (and fathers who encouraged them to do 

so). 

• Women with wayward, distant, or estranged grown children. 

 

There are probably some mothers here who wish they didn’t have kids and I know 

of women who would give anything just to have a child.  Most moms I know are 

gripped by guilt and are swimming in shame because they think they’re not doing a 

good job.  A number of you moms are flying solo as you work hard to nurture your 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5H6LGT_hM3A
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child’s faith without the support of your child’s dad.  Some of you are 

grandmothers who are standing in the gap as you strive to raise your grandchildren 

to become young disciples of Christ. 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

Regardless of what kinds of feelings get stirred up on Mother’s Day, please stay 

engaged because we’re going to discover truth which will apply to each of us 

individually.   

 

Let me be quick to say if you aren’t married or don’t have children you are not 

inferior.  Womanhood is not only about marriage and children.  Your worth as a 

woman goes far beyond your marital status or whether or not you have kids. 

 

As we begin, I want to give a “shout-out” to those of you who are raising young 

children.  Some of you are battling bedtimes and wondering when all the whining 

is going to stop.  You’re juggling schedules and running on emotional “empty.”  

Many of you can relate to Proverbs 31:15 which says, “She rises while it is yet 

night…”   

 

Would you take a deep breath right now and listen to these comforting words from 

the Good Shepherd in Isaiah 40:11?  “He will tend His flock like a shepherd; He 

will gather the lambs in his arms; He will carry them in His bosom, and gently 

lead those that are with young.”  May you know the sweet gentleness of the 

Shepherd as He leads you to love the little lambs in your care. 

 

Moms on Mission 

 

Today, we’re going to look at how a mother and a grandmother intentionally 

impacted a son and grandson who grew up to become a faithful follower of Jesus 

Christ.  They did this by spending time with him, by modeling sincere spirituality, 

and by soaking him in the Scriptures.  They are only mentioned by name once in 

the Bible, but their impact was generational. 

 

Throughout the sermon, I’m going to share some quotes from a book by Gloria 

Furman called, Missional Motherhood: The Everyday Ministry of Motherhood in 

the Grand Plan of God.  Here’s a sentence from her introduction: “The aim is to 

give you laser focus on what God’s Word says about His mission, how motherhood 

fits into that, and what Christ has done to fuel and fulfill our everyday mission as 

moms.” 
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I’m grateful to Liesl Parks who passed along her notes after listening to the audio 

of this book.  I highly encourage you to pick up a copy.  We posted a link on the 

“Sermon Extras” tab on our website and mobile app. 

 

Here’s a summary of her book: “Jesus invites women to missional motherhood: to 

follow His pattern, to trust His promises, and to nurture others by the power He 

provides…God accomplishes His plan through the offspring of the woman.”   

 

Before going further, I don’t want to assume we know what the term “missional” 

means.  Here’s a good definition: In essence, “missional” or “missional living” is 

a term that describes a missionary lifestyle. Being missional includes embracing 

the posture, the thinking, behaviors, and practices of a missionary in order to 

reach others with the message of the gospel. 

 

I found it helpful that Furman refers to “mother” as a verb:  

 

“Mothering (or nurturing) is a calling not just for women who have 

biological or adopted children.  Mothering is a calling for all women.  Every 

Christian woman is called to the spiritual motherhood of making disciples of 

all nations.  Our nurturing is, by nature, ‘missional.’” 

 

Our text is found in 2 Timothy 1:5: “I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith 

that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am 

sure, dwells in you as well.”   Paul gave a public shout out to these missional 

mothers in a time when women were rarely mentioned by name.  This 

mother/daughter discipleship team took their roles seriously.  We could say it like 

this: A mom can live missionally with or without the help of a dad.   

 

Incidentally, I’m not suggesting that dads don’t matter.  In fact, they matter a lot.  

We’ll focus on the importance of fathers on Father’s Day with a message called, 

“Disciplemaking Dads.” 

 

As we contemplate this text, let’s consider the context.  The Apostle Paul discipled 

Timothy, the son of Eunice and grandson of Lois.  Timothy had become a partner 

in the gospel and was serving as the pastor of the church in Ephesus.  Paul had 

written a previous letter to him known as 1 Timothy and now, years later, as he 

neared the end of his life, he wrote another letter known in our Bibles as 2 

Timothy. 
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Like many of you, I’ve been using the Edgewood Bible Reading Plan put together 

by Pastor Kyle each month.  I was so impacted by reading 2 Timothy a week ago 

that I’ve been led to preach through this book beginning in June.  I was initially 

planning a series from Colossians but believe 2 Timothy will lay the foundation for 

our “Unshaken and Unashamed” emphasis this fall. 

 

Speaking of preaching, didn’t Pastor Chris do a super job last weekend?  What a 

joy to see how God is using him, along with AJ Langworthy, our Youth Assistant, 

and our 20 youth leaders to teach and reach our younger generation for Jesus. 

 

As Paul wrote these words from his prison cell, he remembered where Timothy’s 

sincere faith had its roots.  His mind immediately filled with memories of two 

missional moms – Timothy’s mom Eunice and his grandma Lois.   

 

While reminiscing about these women of God, he recalled Eunice being raised in a 

godly home where she was greatly impacted by her mother Lois.  They lived in 

Lystra; a pagan place filled with idols.  Eunice loved hearing stories from the 

Bible, attended Awana (LOL), and enjoyed gathering in services where she could 

learn about God.   

 

As she approached her teenage years, she became attracted to a dude who did not 

believe in God.  Against the best wishes of her godly mother, the teaching of her 

faith, and the tug of her conscience, she married the unbelieving man.   

 

Let me say that if you’re not yet married, don’t make the mistake of marrying 

someone who is not a follower of Christ.  Heed this warning from 2 Corinthians 

6:14-15: “Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers.  For what partnership has 

righteousness with lawlessness?  Or what fellowship has light with darkness?  

What accord has Christ with Belial?  Or what portion does a believer share with 

an unbeliever?”  If you are in a spiritually mixed marriage, I can’t imagine how 

messy things must be.  Keep living for Jesus, continue to pray for your spouse to 

be saved, and if you have children, pour into them. 

 

After a couple years of marriage, Eunice and her husband had a baby boy they 

named Tiny Tim (come on, that’s funny).  In the meantime, Eunice’s dad died so 

they asked her mother Lois to come and live with them.  Little Timmy was a 

delight to everyone.  Both his mother and grandmother spent hours with him, 

teaching him the Bible, praying with him, and training him in the things of God, 

creating a spiritual environment where his faith could flourish. 
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Acts 16:1 tells us Eunice was raised in the Jewish faith and had recently become a 

Christian.  These new believers in turn focused on teaching Timothy all about 

Jesus.  A mom can live missionally with or without the help of a dad. 

 

Eunice didn’t have the ideal Jesus-loving husband, and yet Timothy still saw her 

faith and wanted to take it as his own.  Listen to 2 Timothy 1:5 again: “I am 

reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois 

and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well.”   

 

When Paul recalled the last time he saw him in verse 4, he remembered Timothy 

weeping, which reminded him of the hollow place in his heart for his ministry 

partner.  Paul already used the word “remember” twice in verses 3-4 and in verse 

5, he used the word “reminded,” which is a bit more active and purposeful.  It 

means, “When I called to remembrance” or more literally, “Having received a 

reminding.” 

 

The word “sincere” means “genuine, without hypocrisy or pretense.”  The King 

James translates it as “unfeigned faith.”  Timothy’s faith was not a false façade.  

He was the real deal. 

 

As Paul was reminded of Timothy’s sincere spirituality, he recalled the godliness 

of his grandmother Lois.  While tracing his family tree of faith, he used the phrase, 

“a faith that dwelt.”  The word “dwelt” means “to inhabit, to be infixed, to take up 

residence, to be at home with.”  One Greek expert translates it this way: “To house 

in you continually.”  The idea is that of permanent residency.  Faith didn’t make a 

guest appearance a couple times a year on Easter and Christmas.  Instead, Lois’ 

faith was a full-time, year-round resident.  

 

Watch this.  Lois passed on a legacy of faith to her daughter Eunice, who embraced 

the same kind of all-in faith.  Paul was certain that Timothy’s faith commitment 

could be traced through his mother and grandmother.  Observe the word “dwells” 

is in the present tense, meaning Timothy’s faith was alive and active.  I like how 

one commentator summarized it: “A mother’s duty is to give to a child a home of 

faith, and to faith, a home in the child.” 

 

I see five encouragements for mothers in this passage. 

 

1. Sincere spirituality is noticeable.  Paul was in prison and knew his time 

was short.  Many of his friends like Demas, had deserted him (see 1:15, 
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4:16) but he remembered the sincere spirituality of Timothy, Eunice, and 

Lois.  If you live unashamedly for Christ, you will stand out in society today. 

 

2. Prioritize faith formation in your family.  Grandma pointed her daughter 

to the gospel of grace and mom lived on mission to reach her son.  The 

principle is to focus on the faith formation in your family first because your 

closest neighbors to love are your own family members.  Listen to this 

exhortation to parents in Deuteronomy 6:6-7: “And these words that I 

command you today shall be on your heart.  You shall teach them 

diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your 

house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when 

you rise.” 

 

The character of our children tomorrow depends on what we cultivate in 

them today.  If they’re going to live it out, we must first pass it on.  Moms, 

your first and most important mission is ministry to your children.  One 

Jewish proverb says, “One mother achieves more than a hundred teachers.”   

 

3. Faith is both taught and caught.  Faith in Christ first dwelt “in” his 

grandma and “in” his mom.  Paul notes it was also “in” Timothy – “I am 

sure, dwells in you as well.”  Years ago, Gatorade ran an ad campaign with 

this catchy slogan: “Is it in you?” to emphasize the importance of 

internalizing their product. 

 

Grandma Lois and Mother Eunice taught Tim and he caught their faith 

because he saw their fervency.  We could call this a “migrating” faith 

because belief made the migration from grandma to mom to child.  People 

may listen to our words, but they’re watching and listening to see if we live 

what our lips proclaim. 

 

Let me point out saving faith was not only in mom and grandma, but it also 

had to get in Timothy as well.  Some of you are hurting because your child 

or grandchild is not saved yet, or has backslidden, or has gone prodigal.  

Please hear this.  It’s not your fault.  He or she has been given the ability to 

decide and must engage their will in order to be converted.  Don’t beat 

yourself up.  Keep praying.  Keep witnessing and trust God to do His work. 

 

Someone has said God has children but no grandchildren, which means that 

every individual must become a child of God through the new birth because 
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we don’t get into heaven just because a parent or a grandparent is born 

again.   

 

4. God uses the ordinary to do the extraordinary.  You don’t have to be a 

perfect parent because there aren’t any.  God is looking for ordinary moms 

(and grandmas) in ordinary circumstances who are faithful in rather ordinary 

ways.  Moms know mothering is messy and most would quickly admit they 

don’t measure up to the “perfect mom.”  One mom writes:  

 

“I need to hear that my role as a mom to young children is hard, 

valuable, kingdom work.  Remind me that my unseen sacrifices and 

struggles are seen and valued by the Lord…so much of my work as a 

mother is hidden away in the unseen moments of grace with my 

children…encourage me to give the small, the ordinary, and mundane 

things to God and watch Him bless and multiply my efforts.  Thank me 

for sowing the seeds of love in the souls of the youngest among us.”   

 

Moms, hear this: THANK YOU!  One pastor takes a lot of pressure off 

when he declares, “God is awesome.  He doesn’t need you to be awesome.  

He wants you to be obedient.”   

 

5. Take the long view.  Some of you are parenting on your own, and you find 

yourself in a very difficult place, but with God’s help, you are not alone.  

Moms, you are on mission.  Take the long view which stretches beyond 

diapers, discipline, and dinner times.  What you do matters because 

motherhood is your mission field. 

 

As we consider how Timothy’s faith was impacted by his mother and grandmother, 

we can find encouragement to do the same.  Here are three ways a mom can live 

missionally with or without the help of a dad.  

 

1.  Intentionally and repeatedly share the salvation story.  Jude 3 says we are to 

“contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints.”  Faith must 

be delivered to the next generation.  When mothers model genuine faith, salvation 

can be sowed in the soil of their children’s souls.   

 

Having said that, some of you are doing the best you can, and your child has gone 

“prodigal.”  I certainly don’t mean to imply you’ve done something wrong or that 

there’s some failsafe formula to follow that guarantees faith in your kids.  What I 
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am saying is this: Christ must be at home in your heart before He can be at home 

in your home. 

 

I’m reminded of a cartoon in which a young daughter asks her mom a very 

important question: “Mommy, what is a Christian?”  The mother thought for a 

moment and replied: “A Christian is a person who loves and obeys God, loves 

their friends, neighbors, and even their enemies.  They are kind and gentle and 

pray a lot.  They look forward to going to heaven and believe knowing God is 

better than anything on this earth.  That is a Christian.”  The little girl pondered 

this for a few moments and asked, “Mommy, have I ever seen a Christian?” 

 

Timothy saw two sincere Christians every day!  There was no phoniness about 

their faith.  They were fully devoted and completely committed.  And Timothy 

knew it.  No one knows better than a child whether a parent’s faith is genuine.  It’s 

as if they have a “phony faith” detector, like a sonar to detect superficial 

spirituality.  Do your children and grandchildren see you as a godly guide?   

 

There are two primary ways this mom and grandma lived on mission.   

 

• By example. 

• By education. 

 

I heard about a pastor who had a long conversation with a guy about becoming a 

member of his church.  When he was done the young man said he was ready to 

join.  The pastor was pretty pleased with himself, so he asked, “What did I say that 

convinced you to join the church?”  The man answered, “It was nothing I heard 

you say.  It was the way my mother lived.”   

 

A mother can touch a whole generation just by loving her own child well.  

Actually, she can affect the next 100 years.  Gloria Furman writes:  

 

“Our work as moms is to glorify God who sent His Son to do His mighty 

work on the cross in our place to pay the price for our sins.  Humbly 

receiving God’s grace and inviting our children to share our joyful gratitude 

for what Jesus has done…is our happy mission in this fallen world…it is 

only by the grace of God that moms can nurture the souls of our littlest 

neighbors…the aim of our motherhood is to declare the good news to the 

next generation…making disciples is the aim of missional motherhood.” 

 

A mom can live missionally with or without the help of a dad.  
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2.  Saturate your home with Scripture.  Grandma and mom not only sowed 

salvation, but they also shared the Scriptures.  Turn to 2 Timothy 3:14-15: “But as 

for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing 

from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted 

with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through 

faith in Christ Jesus.”  The phrase, “from whom” is plural, referring to how a 

grandma and a mom intentionally taught the Scriptures to Timothy. 

 

The word “childhood” refers to a newborn baby or a toddler.  Lois and Eunice 

teamed up to provide Bible classes for young Timothy, even before he could 

crawl!  I love that Liesl, and her team of nursery servants, read Bible stories and 

sing songs to newborns and toddlers every Sunday.  Mothers, it is never too early 

to start teaching the Bible to your children and it’s never too late to start if you 

haven’t already.  If you’re not a mother, you can share Scripture with family 

members, neighbors, or by serving in our children’s ministry. 

 

It’s important for parents to make sure children are swimming in the Scriptures 

because Romans 10:17 says, “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through 

the word of Christ.”   Remember Timothy lived in a pagan culture under the roof 

of a pagan father and yet he knew the Scriptures from infancy.   

 

To make a son or daughter “wise for salvation” means to work hard connecting all 

the stories and narratives so your children know how they all point to Christ.  

Grandmother and mother taught Timothy the Old Testament, pointing out how all 

the prophecies were fulfilled in Christ.  A great resource to help in this regard is 

the Jesus Story Book Bible.  I love the tagline: “Every story whispers His name.”  

We put a link on Sermon Extras if you want to get a copy. 

 

Four scholars were arguing over Bible translations.  One said he preferred the King 

James because of its eloquent English.  Another said he liked the ESV for its 

literalism.  The third scholar was sold on the New Living Translation for its use of 

contemporary phrases and idioms.  After being quiet for a moment, the fourth 

scholar admitted: “I have personally preferred my mother’s translation.” When 

the other scholars started laughing, he said, “My mom translated each page of the 

Bible into life.  It is the most convincing translation I have ever read.” 

 

Mothers, what kind of Bible is your child reading when he or she observes your 

life?  Remember, a mom can live missionally with or without the help of a dad.  
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3.  Model the importance of serving Christ.  Let’s briefly look at Acts 16:1-3: 

“Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra.  A disciple was there, named Timothy, 

the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but his father was a Greek.  He 

was well spoken of by the brothers at Lystra and Iconium.  Paul wanted Timothy 

to accompany him...”  I see some qualities in Timothy that were no doubt passed 

down from his mother and his grandmother: 

 

• He was a Christ follower.  Luke, the author of Acts, could have called him 

a believer or a Christian, but he chose to call him a “disciple.”  At 

Edgewood, we define a disciple this way: A disciple is a believer who 

lovingly follows Jesus and intentionally helps others follow Him.  A disciple 

is one who is serious about Christ, not just one who is going through the 

motions.  Timothy was a full-fledged follower, not just a “fan” of Jesus.  

BTW, part of our vision for this year is for everyone to be discipled or be 

involved discipling someone else.  If you’re a parent or a grandparent, start 

with your kids and grandkids.  Furman writes, “If we don’t disciple our 

children, Satan will find someone who will.” 

 

The mother of our children reminded me for years our primary job as parents 

was to disciple our girls so they would grow up to be young women of God 

who would serve Him wholeheartedly for the rest of their lives.  That’s 

happened, only by the grace of God.  And now they’re doing that with their 

children.  I’m thankful for Beth’s missional, strategic, and intentional 

discipling of our daughters, and now our grandchildren. 

 

• He had a good reputation.  He “was well spoken of” by the Christians who 

lived around him.   People knew him as a man of integrity and as a man of 

the Word.  He was rock solid.   

 

• He was available.  Paul wanted “Timothy to accompany him...”  As you 

read the Book of Acts, you’ll see Timothy didn’t “sit and soak” but 

“scattered to serve.”  He understood ministry for him meant leaving home 

and facing hardship.  Part of our vision for this year is for everyone to be 

involved in serving somewhere.  In Philippians 2:20, Paul can’t think of 

anyone like Timothy when he writes: “For I have no one like him, who will 

be genuinely concerned for your welfare.”   

 

Susanna Wesley, who lived 300 years ago, was the mother of 17, two of whom 

were John and Charles Wesley.  She prayed daily for her children and took each 
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child aside weekly to discuss spiritual matters.  No wonder her children were used 

of God to bring blessing to all of England and much of America.  Check out some 

of her parenting guidelines: 

 

• Subdue self-will in a child and thus work together with God to save his soul. 

• Teach the child to pray as soon as he can speak. 

• Give the child nothing he cries for and only what is good for him if he asks 

for it politely. 

• To prevent lying, punish no fault which is freely confessed, but never allow 

a rebellious, sinful act to go unnoticed. 

• Strictly observe all promises made to your child. 

• Commend and reward good behavior. 

 

If you are a mom or a grand-mom, you are on a mission.  The values you leave 

your children and grandchildren are more important than the valuables you may 

leave them.   

 

Your mission as a mom is to live missionally with or without the help of a dad. 

 

Davida Dalton describes an incident that happened between her and her young 

child: “It was a busy day in our home.  But then, with 10 children and another one 

on the way, every day was a bit hectic.  On this particular day, however, I was 

having trouble doing even routine chores—all because of one little boy.  Len, who 

was three at the time, was on my heels no matter where I went.  Whenever I 

stopped to do something and turned around, I would trip over him.  Several times I 

suggested fun activities to keep him occupied.  ‘Wouldn’t you like to play on the 

swing set?’ I asked again.   

 

But he simply smiled an innocent smile and said, ‘Oh, that’s all right, Mommy.  I’d 

rather be in here with you.’  Then he continued to bounce happily along behind 

me.  After stepping on his toes for the fifth time, I began to lose patience and 

insisted that he go outside to play with the other children.  He still wouldn’t go.  

When I asked him why he was acting this way, he looked up at me with his sweet 

green eyes and said, ‘Well, Mommy, in Sunday School my teacher told me to walk 

in Jesus’ footsteps.  But I can’t see Him…so I’m walking in yours.’” 

 

If you want to make sure you’re following in the footsteps of Jesus, would you 

make this prayer your own? 
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God, I confess that I am a selfish sinner.  I repent of my sins and turn to You now.  

I can’t parent on my own but more than that, I can’t do life in my own power.  

Thank You for sending your Son Jesus to die as my substitute on the cross.  I 

believe He died for me, in my place, His blood paying the price for all my sins.  

Thank You that He rose from the dead on the third day, demonstrating His power 

over my depravity, the devil, and death itself.  I repent and now I receive You into 

my life.  I don’t want to just be a Christian; I want to live as Your disciple, on 

mission for Your glory and Your honor.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


